











Locar Roap CommiTTEE BY LEW KiDDER, CHAIR

Win¢ fMMeadows Rebuilds its Own Roads

just across from the Montessori School, Wing Mead-

ows is a quiet residential development built in the late
1960’s. Two public roads serve the 32 homes, Wing Drive
and Harold Circle, both of which are classified as “township
local roads”. Currently, the money allotted to the Washtenaw
County Road Commission (WCRC) by the State of Michigan
tor township local roads is just $1,551/mile per year. Since
Wing Drive and Harold Circle together total just 0.61 of
a mile, there is only a $946/year available in the WCRC
budget to care
for these roads.
After plowing
them several
times each
winter, not
much is left
for anything
else.

l ocated at the northeast corner of Zeeb and Pratt Roads,

Al lengthy and complex

process

Given the length of time since the two roads

were built and the lack of regular maintenance,

it comes as no surprise that their surfaces

had fallen into extremely poor repair. With

no outside funds in sight, the residents of

Wing Meadows decided earlier this year

to ask the WCRC to impose a special as-

sessment district (SAD) to pay the costs of

rebuilding. A petition to impose an SAD

for road repair, signed by a majority of the Wing Meadows
residents, was then submitted to the WCRC. This led to

a series of public hearings, the drafting of construction

plans, bids from contractors, and the issuing of bonds to
finance the project. Finally, on Monday, September 14th,
construction began. First, the entire surface was pulverized
into gravel by a huge “rototiller”. It was then re-graded
to create the proper crown, compacted, and treated with
brine. The final step involved laying two 1.5” courses of
asphalt — and by the weekend, Wing Meadows once again
had first-class roadways.

Residents taxed themselves

'The total cost of the project was $122,000 (about $30,000
under estimates), with an innovative use of WCRC matching
funds providing about 20% of the total and the neighbor-
hood SAD funding the remaining of $98,560. This amount
was divided equally among the 32 homeowners each being
assessed $3,080. This assessment could be paid either in cash
up-front (thus avoiding interest charges) or in annual install-
ments of $308 plus interest over a ten-year period. Interest
on the bonds came in at a very reasonable 3.50%. Eighteen
owners decided to pay cash, while the remaining 14 elected
annual installments to be included on their regular tax bills.

WCRC worked in cooperation with

the neighborhood

El Wier, a resident of Wing Meadows, was pleased with
the cooperative approach by the WCRC. “They were very
helpful, from beginning to end. Roy Townsend, Director
of County Engineering, and Mark McCulloch, Project
Engineer, were especially important. The project wouldn't
have happened without them.” If the roads are properly
maintained this time around, they should remain service-
able for at least twenty years. Discussion of the type and
cost of such maintenance will be covered in a future article.
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LanD PreservaTION UPDATE BY BARRY LoONIK, LAND PrOTECTION CONSULTANT

fMore $cio Land Protected

Protecting cio Township has closed on a second major agricultural ~ Scherdt property. Nevertheless, protecting its scenic, natural
2 tural land preservation project. On June 22, Paul Scherdt  and agricultural resources are of tremendous benefit to the
e signed a conservation easement to protect 100 acres  Scio Township community. The Scio Township Board of
and agncultural of his farm property on the eastern outskirts of the Village ~ Trustees and Land Preservation Commission are enormously
resources are of of Dexter. The property is bounded by Dexter-Ann Arbor  grateful to Paul for his commitment to keeping his land
t d Road and features hayfields, mature woodlots, wetlands  open and productive forever.
emenaous

and headwater areas for Mill Creek and Honey Creek.
'The project was made possible through a $500,000 grant
from the Farm and Ranchlands
Protection Program of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Scio

benefit to the
Scio Township

community.

We now have
six beautiful
properties ready
to test your

photographic

Township’s land preservation
millage contributed $732,000.

Protecting our agri-
cultural resources is

important

This property is another addi-
tion to lands preserved in Scio
Township via the conservation
millage. The Scherdt farm, along
with other conservation easements
and public lands, will permanently
provide open space, water quality
protection and wildlife habitat.
As is usually the case with agri-
cultural conservation easements,
there is no public access on the

LanD PreservaTION PHOTO CONTEST BY IRWIN MARTIN, LPC SECRETARY

Land Preservation Photo (ontest

in the Fall 2009 Scio Township Community Re-
port. The purpose of this contest is to highlight the
beauty of the protected properties and
to show why they were chosen to be
protected. At the time of printing, we
were unsure whether access would be
allowed to the Davenport farm for
photography. Mr. Davenport has

The Land Preservation Photo Contest was announced

access to his property if they call
ahead. Please call Mr. Davenport
at 734-395-5595 before you enter
his property. The farm is on the east
side of Parker Road and north side
of Marshall, just east of the bridge
S\‘_‘ over Mill Creek.

fMore property preserved and available
for photography

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, our Township has
protected another farm via purchase of a conservation ease-
ment. The Scherdt property is a beautiful farm surrounded
by wooded lots. Mr. Scherdt has graciously agreed to allow
photographers on his property. Photographers are welcome
to come by any time. While there is no need to call first, it
is recommended that the photographer stop by the house
and inform the landowner when he/she arrives. The ad-
dress is 6541 Dexter-Ann Arbor Rd. Please note that the
easement area (the subject of the contest) is beyond the
buildings and the first hedgerow.

We now have six beautiful properties ready to test your
photographic skills. Remember the contest runs until June
1,2010. Questions and entries may be submitted to Scio-
Photos@gmail.com.

FaLr 2009 Scio Townsuip ComMmMuNIiTY REPORT



Scio Township Information

Scio Township Hall

827 North Zeeb Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(734) 665-2123; info@twp.scio.mi.us

visit us at: www.twp.scio.mi.us

Township Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.—5 p.m.

Utility Department Hours
Monday to Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Township Board of Trustees

Spaulding Clark, Supervisor. . esclark@twp.scio.mi.us
Nancy Hedberg, Clerk . . . . .. nhedberg@twp.scio.mi.us

Donna Palmer, Treasurer . .

. . depalmer@twp.scio.mi.us

Richard DeLong, Trustee
Christine Green, Trustee
Jack Knowles, Trustee
David Read, Trustee

Darrell A. Fecho, Township Manager(734) 665-2123

Board meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m.
in the Township Hall. E-mail sent to townshipboard@twp.scio.mi.us will be forwarded
to all members of the township board.

The $cio
Township
C(ommunity
Report

Is published quarterly by
the Scio Township Board

of Trustees for the resi-
dents of Scio Township.

Editor
David Read
Graphic Design
Julie Tanguay

Photographer
David Read

Scio Township Department Heads
Carl Ferch, Fire Chief. .. ............
Scott Martin — Utilities Director . . .. ..
James Merte — Assessing

Phone Numbers

Emergencies......................
Administrative Offices . .. ...........
Fire Department Administration . . . . . .

Sheriff’s Department,
Zeeb Road Sub-Station ...........

Utilities Emergency . ...............
Utilities Administration . .. ..........

County Building Inspection Services . .

(734) 665-6001
(734) 665-2606
(734) 665-2123

(734) 665-2132
(734) 665-6001

(734) 994-8105
(734) 651-4770
(734) 665-2606

.(734) 222-3900

(734) 994-2525

Get involved
in your
community

(ounty Information:

Washtenaw County Road Commission

(734) 761-1500; werc@weroads.org

Washtenaw County Commissioners:
District 1 — Mark Ouimet
(734) 663-0927; ouimetm@ewashtenaw.org

District 2 — Ken Schwartz

(734) 686-4445; schwartzk@ewashtenaw.org
District 3 — Jessica Ping Mills

(734) 260-7844; pingmillsj@ewashtenaw.org
District 9 — Leah Gunn

(734) 663-7307; gunnl@ewashtenaw.org

District 10 — Conan Smith
(734) 662-0268; smithco@ewashtenaw.org

State Information:

State Representative
District 52 - Pam Byrnes
(517) 373-0828;
pambyrnes@house.mi.gov

State Senator:

District 18 — Liz Brater

(517) 373-2406;

Senl Brater@senate.michigan.gov
Governor:

Jennifer M. Granholm
(517) 373-3400;

e-mail via www.michigan.gov/gov

federal Information:
U.S. Representatives:
District 7 — Mark Schauer
(202) 225-6276;
e-mail via www.schauer.house.gov/contact

District 15 — John Dingell
(202) 225-4071;
e-mail via www.house.gov/dingell

U.S. Senators:
Debbie Stabenow
(202) 224-4822;
senator@stabenow.senate.gov
Carl Levin
(202) 224-6221;
e-mail via www.levin.senate.gov

President of the United States:
Barack H. Obama

(202) 456-1111; president@whitehouse.gov
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THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCIO ~

PRE SORTED STD

US POSTAGE
DREAMING UP THE IDEAL RETIREMENT I PAID
IS YOUR JOB. HELPING YOU GET THERE IS OURS.
PERMIT NO 308

To see why it makes sense to get ready for retirement ANN ARBOR, MI
now, call today.
Jim Doty WwWw.edwardjones.com Member siec 'l;‘a"y.esm?s I Scio Township Hall
: . : nancial Advisor
Financial Advisor 827 North Zeeb Road
6113 Jackson Road Fd < dj ;2\:: Asrlfg:b Mﬁgﬁ)g Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 «dward jones 7349940502

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

734623-2099

Postmaster: leave with current resident

House Calls

for your ailing computer

Get help from Andrew Dixon, your Microsoft Certified Pro-
fessional and source of affordable onsite PC troubleshooting
and repair. Call (734) 668-1788 for a free consultation or visit:

www.personalcomputeradvisor.com

Feroona!

Computer Advisor

Hands-on help with your home or office PC
ASD Computing LLC, 5076 Hensley Drive, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

BoarD oF TRUSTEES

Your Opportunity to get Involved
=

Encouraging he Scio Township Board of Trustees is looking Q \x
busi for individuals who might be interested in serv-
USINESS ing on the Township’s Economic Development
development in Corporation (EDC). One of the primary and pertinent
P p p yandp
appropriate purposes of this corporation is to assist in t.he attraction,
. X relocation, retention or expansion of business organi-
locations will zations within Scio Township. Encouraging business
benefit our development in appropriate locations will benefit our
ident residents, existing businesses, our economy and envi-
rssEia sy ronment. Individuals interested in serving on the EDC
existing should send information or their resumes outlining
businesses, our their backgrounds and interests to:
economy and Spaulding Clark, Township Supervisor
g 827 N. Zeeb Road
environment.

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-1599
Or by email to: ESClark@twp.scio.mi.us
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