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INTRODUCTION

Background

In accord with the Michigan Township Planning Act (PA 168 of 1959, as amended) Scio Township
has initiated a full review of its General Development Plan.  Although minor revisions to the plan
have been undertaken over the past several years, the previous full Master Plan review was adopted
in 1996.

Scio Township has a diverse set of neighborhoods and smaller communities within its 36 square
miles.  Two corridors divide the township into four clear sectors, each with very different
characteristics.  Jackson Road (East/West) and Zeeb Road (North/South) cut the township in half
crossing each other in the center.  Jackson Road constitutes a special sub-area containing Scio’s main
business and commercial enterprises.  Finally, large portions of Dexter Village are also part of Scio. 
Because these six areas of the township have very different characteristics and future needs, the
Planning Commission, with the approval of the Board of Trustees, decided to identify these sub-
areas specifically in the Master Plan review process, and in the final resulting Master Plan.  The
areas are:

• Jackson Road Corridor
• Huron River Sub-Area (northeast sector)
• Mill Creek Sub-Area (northwest sector)
• Honey Creek Sub-Area (southwest sector)
• Sister Lakes Sub-Area (southeast sector, including Arbor Pointe and Country French)
• Dexter Village Sub-Area

Map of Master Planning Sub-Areas
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Gathering public opinion regarding township issues is a key component in developing a new master
development plan for the township.  The township is using two processes to gather public input. 
The first is a survey of resident opinion.  The second is public “planning fairs” where residents can
view background information about the township and review the results from the resident survey,
and then discuss visions and opportunities for the future.

Overview of Research

The Planning Commission chose to follow a “scientific” protocol in conducting this research project,
so that the results could be projected to Scio’s population as a whole.  Key components of the
research program:

• Input from Township stakeholders in designing the questionnaire.
• Questionnaire length not more than four pages.
• A randomized sample of 3,000 drawn from the list of active registered voters.
• Sample proportionate to the percent of registered voters in each sub-area of the Township.
• Targeted response rate of 50% with 1,500 in the final sample, so that all sub-areas would

have enough respondents to be statistically stable in analysis.
• Practices known to increase response, such as pre- and post-survey postcards, respondent

follow-up and widespread publicity.

Public response to this survey was extremely strong.  Once the undeliverable surveys were
subtracted from the mail-out count, leaving 2794 who actually received surveys, the response rate
reached the targeted 50%.  The survey was in the field from March 28 through May 1, at which
point field data collection was closed.  By May 1, 1418 surveys had been received and these
comprise the database for determining results.

The sub-area in which the people on the sample list live was included in the records for the sample,
along with their age and gender.  This information made it possible to assign responses to the
particular sub-areas of the Township.  It also allowed the survey committee to check that the
response demographics corresponded to the demographics of the mail-out sample, which was
randomly selected.  The final sample of respondents corresponded fairly well to the mail-out.

• The gender ratio of males to females matched within a percentage point.
• A lower percentage of Jackson Corridor voters responded (37%), while voters in the

northeast and southwest sub-areas both responded at higher rates than the total, with a 58%
response rate in both areas.

• Respondents were slightly older on average than the mail-out sample, leaving registered
voters under age 35 slightly underrepresented.

(Note: More information on the research process is included in Appendix II.)
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Profile of Respondents

• Respondents to the survey are slightly older than the random sample from the active voter
registration list that was chosen for the mail-out.

o Average age of respondents is 52 compared with 48 on the mail-out sample.
o 69% is age 45 or older versus 58% on the mail-out sample.
o There is virtually no difference in the gender split of respondents versus the mail-out

sample, with 54% female and 46% male.

• On average, respondents have lived in Scio Township 14.9 years.

• Average household size of the respondents is 2.82 people.
o 38% have children under age 18 living at home with them.
o 17% have adults over age 65 in the household.
o 61% live in the Ann Arbor school district.

• Respondents are 79% married/coupled and 21% single.
o 88% live in a single family home.
o 95% own their residences.

• Respondents are highly educated:
o 25% have BA/BS degrees as their highest education level achieved.
o 49% have post-baccalaureate degrees.

• Most respondents are employed near-by or are not employed:
o 11% is employed in Scio.
o 39% is employed in Ann Arbor.
o 9% is employed elsewhere in Washtenaw County.
o 14% is employed in the Detroit Metro Area.
o 1% is employed in some other area.
o 25% is not employed (many indicated they were retired.)

• Respondents are fairly wealthy:
o 53% had 2006 pre-tax household incomes over $100,000.
o 30% had pre-tax household incomes between $50,000 and $99,999.

Acknowledgements:
• The sample of active registered voters in Scio Township was donated by Jim Dries.
• Survey program design and project management was donated by Marty Mayo, StarWorks Inc.
• Final questionnaire design, compilation of results and analysis of verbatim comments were

donated by Marty Mayo and Tina Richmond.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Scio Township planning commission sponsored a resident survey as the first step in its full
review of the General Development Plan for Scio.  The survey was sent to a randomized sample of
3,000 drawn from Scio’s active registered voters.  Just over 50% of the sample responded (after
undeliverable surveys were subtracted) for a sample base of 1418 respondents.  A summary of key
findings from this survey is presented below.

1. Satisfaction with Scio Township

• Township residents are very satisfied with their overall quality of life in Scio.  Almost nine in
ten say that Scio’s quality of life is “Very Good” or “Excellent.”  Those saying their quality
of life is “Not Good” represent less than 1%.

• Slightly more than half of residents indicate they are satisfied with various factors that affect
quality of life – variety of shopping and restaurants and access to entertainment. 
Dissatisfaction is stronger on these factors than on the overall township rating – in particular,
people are less satisfied with the variety of restaurants.

• The “Sense of community identity” rating does not fare well.  Four in ten say they are neutral
on the subject and 12% say it is not important.

2. Open Space, Parks and Recreation

• Roughly four in ten Scio residents are satisfied with the township’s performance on a variety
of items relating to preservation of open spaces, clean water, farms and natural resources.

• On average, voters would allocate _ of Proposal J funds to the purchase of lands or interests
in land that provide open and view spaces in the township without public access (e.g. farm
lands, natural preserves). They would then allocate the other half of the funds to natural
preserves with public access and lands for parks.

• A large majority of residents thinks that Scio needs additional public parks.  Areas that
appear underserved with respect to parks are the more urban sectors in the southern half of
the township, especially the Jackson Corridor and Sister Lakes.

• Scio’s residents actively use the parks that are currently available –  85% used a public park
in the past 12 months.  An even higher percentage of residents say they or their family
members participate in some form of recreation or exercise activity. 

• Despite active participation in exercise and recreation activities and a strong interest in having
more public parks in Scio, residents do not strongly favor an increase in property taxes to
provide these parks.

3. Jackson Road Corridor and Economic Development

• Residents generally support the planning principle of concentrating commercial development
along the Jackson Road Corridor and retail enterprises at the three major intersections
(Wagner, Zeeb and Baker Roads.)

• Perspectives regarding specifics of how Jackson should develop are more diverse, except that
four in ten want large scale (warehouse) shopping venues and four in ten do not.
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• Ratings of economic factors affecting Scio are mixed, and about one in five does not know
how to rate these issues.

• Residents are clear that they would like the township to pursue economic development and
job creation actively – more than two-thirds say “Yes” to this question.

4. Planning Scio’s Future

• A “Sense of Community” is a non-issue for most Scio residents.  Residents are generally
negative towards the idea of developing a Town Center – four in ten say “No” to the concept,
and a quarter say they “Don’t Know.”

• Should a Town Center be developed, however, residents would like it to be a mixed-use plan
that includes residences, government offices and township services as well as local shopping.
 Nearly two-thirds say it should not be a “regional shopping venue.”

• Opinions diverge regarding whether a Town Center should extend across I-94 to North Zeeb
Road, with those in the northern half of the township more likely to be against such an
expansion than people living south of I-94.

• Most residents would not favor increasing property taxes to pay for public facilities that
might be included in a Town Center, such as a senior center or a community sports and
recreation center. 

• Just under half of residents would like their neighborhoods to stay as they are now.  Another
four in ten would accept minor, appropriate changes to their neighborhoods.  Only Jackson
Corridor residents say that big changes may be needed to integrate new developments and
residences in their neighborhood.

• About half of Scio residents thinks that small increases in property taxes may be needed to
pay for a few additional public services.  Just over a third thinks that keeping taxes low
should be a priority in the township.

5. Public Safety

• Scio residents feel safe in Scio.  Nine out of ten people say the safety of the township and
their neighborhood is “Very Good” or “Excellent.”  People are more likely to rate their
neighborhoods as “Excellent” on safety than to give the township an “Excellent” rating.

• Half of residents say the level of police protection is “About Right,” but four in ten say it is
“Too Little.”  Jackson Corridor residents are more likely to say there is “Too Little” police
protection than residents of other sectors.

• Scio’s residents are comfortable with the level of fire protection in the township.  Eight in ten
say it is “About Right.”

• Just over half of Scio’s residents have not had to use any of our safety services at all.  Police
service was more often called upon than fire or EMT.

• A couple of respondents questioned the township’s ability to respond to large scale
emergencies, wondering if there were a plan in place to handle disasters.
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6. Transportation and Roadways

• On ratings of satisfaction with road management, residents give “Accommodations for
pedestrians . . . bicyclists” the lowest ratings.  Most road management issues receive an
“Adequate” satisfaction rating – not excellent, but not bad either.

• There is strong support for developing a network of bike trails in the township (67% say
Yes), and modest support for providing bus service along Jackson Road (42% say Yes.)  But,
if a Jackson Road bus service were provided, almost 70% of residents say they would never
use it.  Almost two-thirds of residents do not favor increasing property taxes to pay for
Jackson Road bus service.

7. Other Issues

• Residents are aware of the Township’s main communications vehicle – the Scio Info
newsletter – and about two-thirds are satisfied with it.  Almost half of residents do not know
how to evaluate the Township’s web site.  It is possible that most of these residents have not
experienced the site.

• High percentages of residents say they do not know how to evaluate the Scio recycling
service or Scio’s enforcement of ordinances, codes & regulations.

• Residents get their information about Scio events and issues directly from Scio Info, from the
Ann Arbor News or from friends.  The Dexter Leader is not a notable source of information
about Scio for most residents.

8. Comments of Scio Residents

• Of the 1418 respondents, 1010 included comments on their surveys; 33 attached separate
sheets with handwritten or typed comments.  Such a response speaks to the high level of
community interest in this survey.

• Traffic and roadway issues stimulated by far the most comments, with 397 separate
observations – 28.0% of all survey respondents.

• Other issues of high concern among respondents:
o Density-overdevelopment and sprawl – 217 mentions (15.3%)
o Open space and rural character of Scio – 162 mentions (11.4%)
o Paths for bicycling and walking – 153 mentions (10.8%)
o Tax issues – 120 mentions (8.5%)
o Protection of woodlands, water and natural resources – 119 mentions (8.4%)
o Jackson Corridor and economic issues – 114 mentions (8.0%)
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Questionnaire With Marginal Percentages – (Adjusted 9/14/08)
(Note: Survey responses were adjusted 9/14/08 to remove non-responses from the calculation base of all questions.)

SCIO TOWNSHIP SURVEY OF RESIDENTS – APRIL, 2007

1.     How do you rate    your QUALITY OF LIFE in Scio Township?
Please circle the number that best reflects your opinion for each of the items listed below:

 
Not 

         Quality of Life  in Scio Township Mean Good Adequate Excellent
A)  Your neighborhood as a safe place to live      4.41
      n=1400

       .6           1.3             9.1            35.1             53.9  

B)  Scio Township as a safe place to live           4.26
       n=1389

     0.1           0.9           11.7            47.7             39.6  

C)  Overall quality of life in Scio Township       4.19
       n=1389

     0.1           1.2           11.7            53.3             33.7    

2.     How satisfied    are you with the following FEATURES AND CHARACTERISTICS of Scio Township? 
Please circle the number that best reflects your opinion for each of the items listed below. 
If the item is not a concern for you, circle NI for “Not Important” or if you Don’t Know, circle DK.

Very Very
Features and Characteristics of Scio Mean Dissatisfied        Neutral              Satisfied        NI        DK
A)  Sense of community identity                             3.31 

    n=1387
    1.6        8.7         44.6      19.3      9.4          12.2        4.0

B)  Parks and recreation opportunities                      3.45 
  in the Township        n=1393

    4.0       14.9        25.3      26.2      18.2          5.8        5.6

C)   Ease of walking to shopping areas or to work     2.60  
   n=1397

   14.9      25.1        20.7      10.5       6.5          20.7        1.6

D)  Employment opportunities                               3.03  
 n=1402

     3.7        9.8        29.6      10.4       4.4          20.0      22.1

E)  Office space for service and                               3.65 
  light industrial business    n=1392

     0.7        2.9        21.3      21.9       9.7          19.2      24.3

F)  Variety of housing types and price ranges            3.79 
 n=1401

     1.7        6.7        20.6      37.9      20.6         6.6          5.9

G)  Variety of shopping opportunities and venues      3.61 
 n=1401

     2.4       14.1       21.3      40.8      18.8          2.1         0.5

H) Access to a variety of restaurants                        3.51
n=1410

     3.9       16.6       21.9      35.7      18.9          2.6         0.4

I)  Access to entertainment venues                          3.58  
 n=1402

     2.6       11.1       26.5      35.6      17.0          6.0         1.1

J)  Economic strength and development                   3.45  
        in the Township     n=1394

     2.4         8.0       27.7      30.1        8.5         3.4       19.8

K)  Scio Township Web site                                  3.43 
n=1380

     0.4         3.8       17.4      14.1        3.8        10.4        50.1

L)  Scio Info  (Township newsletter)                       3.87  
n=1400

     1.6         4.9       19.6      41.5      22.8          3.4          6.3
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Very Very
             Features and Characteristics of Scio Mean Dissatisfied        Neutral              Satisfied        NI        DK

M)   Protection of clean water and ground water        3.39  
  n=1401

     5.2       13.8       19.3      31.5      12.2          0.6        17.3

N)   Protection of family farms                               3.27 
  n=1397

     4.3       12.4       20.3      21.8        8.7          4.4        28.1

O)  Protection of natural resources, wetlands & trees   3.44
n=1399

     4.9       12.4       19.9      32.4      12.9          1.3        16.2

P)   Enforcement of Scio’s ordinances, codes &         3.49
regulations    n=1396      2.4         6.4       23.1      25.8        9.0         1.2        32.1

Q)  Protection of historic areas and structures             3.49
n=1400

     2.1         5.4       22.7      22.9        8.4         3.9        34.7

R)  The monthly recycling service at the                    3.73
 Township Hall   n=1406

     4.8         5.3       14.9       25.4      20.5         6.3        22.8

S)  Enforcement of speed limits on public                 3.38 
roads in Scio   n=1405

     7.1        10.1       26.5      29.7      13.7         2.7        10.2

Note that the Mean is calculated on the 1 to 5 numbers only, since the NI and DK numbers have been defined
as “missing.”

3. Public Safety
A. Scio Township currently supplies police protection through a contract with the County Sheriff’s Department. 

The contract provides for one police officer on duty in the Township at any given time of day.  In your opinion
is this level of police protection:    Please check one box below.

n= 1396  42.1  Too Little       56.4     About Right  1.5   Too Much        (na=1.6%)

B. Scio’s Fire Department employs three full-time shift leaders and a full-time fire chief.  The remaining staff are
part-time.  Our fire station is located at the center of the Township on north Zeeb Road.  Emergency and fire
response times range from about five minutes in the center of the Township to 11 minutes in the far corners.  In
your opinion is this level of fire and emergency protection: Please check one box below.

 n=1395 14.8    Too Little  83.4   About Right 1.9   Too Much        (na=1.6%)

C. Have you or a neighbor ever had to use any of Scio’s safety services listed below?
Please check all the choices below that apply:

n=1406     35.6    Police Service 22.8  The Fire Department  26.7  EMT Service 44.0  None of these services

4. Open Space, Parks and Recreation
A. In 2004 Township voters approved Proposal J, which provided for .5 mills to “permanently preserve farmland,

open space, wildlife habitat, scenic views, and protect drinking water sources and the water quality of rivers
and streams, and provide new parks, recreational opportunities and trails by funding the voluntary purchase
of land or interests in land throughout the Township.”   The proposal enables    acquisition of land or interests
in land    to preserve farmland, to save natural features and open space, and acquire land for parks and recreation. 
Proposal J funds do not include the improvement, operation or maintenance of acquired land.  Please indicate
how you think the funds should be divided between these four categories by entering percentages for
each of the categories below – be sure your percentages sum to 100%!    

30.12%   Farmland   n=1216

21.81%   Natural features and preserves (as conservation with no public access)   n=1147

31.34%   Natural features and preserves (with public access)   n=1258

25.03%  Land for future public parks   n=1207

=  100% Note: because the above are averages for each category, they do not sum to 100%!
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B. Opinions vary widely among Township residents regarding parks.  What do you think about the need for public
parks in the Township – do you     Agree or Not Agree    with the following statements?       Please indicate your
opinions by circling Agree or Disagree  for each statement below.  If you don’t know, circle D/K.

   Agree       Disagree       D/K      
  34.2         49.9          15.9 1)  There are enough public parks in the township – Scio does not need to provide more

parks.    n=1393  (na=1.8%)
  50.9         36.5          12.6 2)  I would like some public parks with facilities for active recreation and organized team

sports, such as softball, tennis or soccer.   n=1391  (na=1.9%)
  62.7         30.3           7.0 3)  I would like some larger public parks for relaxed outdoor activities like walking, biking

and picnics.   n=1392  (na=1.8%)
  37.4         50.8          11.8 4)  My area of the Township needs more public parks.  n=1382  (na=2.5%)

  40.0         35.1          24.9 5)  Scio needs to have additional public access to the Huron River for kayaks and canoes.
      n=1383  (na=2.5%)

  31.3         56.6          12.2 6)  If Scio were to provide more parks I would favor increasing property taxes to pay for
the parks.    n=1388  (na=2.1%)

  75.0         18.8            6.2 7)  I think it would be appropriate for the Township to charge user fees for use of
Township playing fields and parks to cover the costs of equipment and maintenance.

      n=1394   (na=1.7%)

C. Which of the following public parks and facilities did you use this past year?  Please check all that apply. 
n=1401
 53.5  City of Ann Arbor            40.1  Washtenaw County                   63.2  Huron-Clinton Metro Parks
 31.0  Dexter Village parks          9.6 Other - Please list:              14.8  Used no public parks

D. Which of the following activities do you or your family members participate in?  Please check all that apply.
 n=1403
87.6 Walking 44.8  Picnicking                       28.4   Active field sports (i.e. soccer, baseball)
54.6 Bicycling  50.5 Indoor fitness activities      7.5  Other -Please list: (listed below)

5.1  Participated in none of the above activities (They checked this item – items below from “other” category) 

6.3  Canoeing/kayaking 3.6  Golf 3.3  Jogging/running

2.9  Swimming 2.3  Tennis 1.6  Skiing (X-country skiing)

1.6  Rollerblading 1.1  Playgrounds for kids 0.7  Bird/nature watching

0.7  Dog parks 0.1  Yoga (1 person)

5. Transportation Issues
The current Master Plan has specific objectives regarding motorized and non-motorized transportation.  What
provisions for transportation in and around Scio should the Township pursue?
Please indicate your opinions below by checking one box for each question.

A) Should Scio provide public transportation services along Jackson Boulevard?
n=1409 42.4     YES  29.2    NO   28.3     DON’T KNOW

B) If there were public transportation on Jackson Boulevard, how often would you use it?
n=1387    2.8  Daily    4.1  Once a week   5.3  Once or twice a month 

16.7  A few times a year         71.1    Never 
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C) If the Township were to establish public transportation services, would you favor an increase in property
taxes to support it?
n=1402    17.3  YES           64.5   NO              18.2  DON’T KNOW     

D) Should Scio develop a network of bike trails for travel around the Township?
n=1409     67.2  YES          19.0    NO             13.8   DON’T KNOW

E) How do you rate Scio’s roadways on the following?
Please circle the number that best reflects your opinion for each of the items listed below:
Note: Means are calculated on the Not Good-Excellent numbers – Don’t Know is defined as “missing.”

Not Don’t
Scio Roadway Characteristics                 Mean Good Adequate Excellent Know

1)  Right of way maintenance, tree removal, drainage       3.15
      n=1394

  8.3         10.9           39.7        25.6        8.0             7.3

2)  Maintenance of bridges and culverts on public roads    2.96
     n=1396

 11.2         12.8          38.8        20.9        5.4            10.7

3)  Dust control on unpaved County roads                      2.68
     n=1394

 12.0         18.3          31.2         12.1       2.8             23.3

4)  Accommodations for pedestrians                              2.23
      n=1391

 27.0         30.3          26.6          7.5        2.2              6.2

5)  Accommodations for bicyclists                                2.13
     n=1396

 29.4         31.4           23.3          6.1       2.1              7.7

6)  Ability to handle existing traffic loads                      2.89
      n=1398

 11.1         18.7           43.4         16.7      6.5               3.6

6.      Jackson Road Corridor
     How would you like to see Jackson Road develop in the next ten years? 
     Please indicate your opinions by circling YES or NO for each question below.  If you don’t know, circle
D/K.

       YES      NO D/K Jackson Road Characteristics

68.8      26.8       4.5 A)  Are you satisfied with the overall appearance of the Jackson Rd. corridor?
      n=1383      (na=2.5%)

87.3       7.7        5.0 B)  Should Scio continue to focus commercial/office/industrial development along Jackson
Road, so that other areas in the Township can remain more rural and residential?     n=1389
(na=2%)

71.4     16.0       12.6 C)  Should commercial and retail development be concentrated at the 3 major intersections of
Wagner, Zeeb and Baker Roads, with offices and light industrial uses in between?    n=1388
 (na=2.1%)

47.4     42.5       10.1 D)  Would you like to have more large scale (warehouse type) retail shopping along the Jackson
Road corridor?    n=1400 (na=1.3%)

51.6     24.6       23.8 E)  Would you like to have more offices, light industrial and research businesses located along
the Jackson Road corridor?   n=1395  (na=1.6%)

48.2     33.7       18.1 F)  Should we aim for “mixed use” developments along Jackson Road with denser residential
buildings interspersed with retail, offices and specialty shops?

       n=1391 (na=1.9%)

68.6     17.6       13.8 G)  Should the Township actively pursue economic development and job creation opportunities
for the Jackson Road corridor and elsewhere in the township?

         n=1392  (na=1.8)

7. Scio’s Future Development
A. When people in the Ann Arbor area ask you where you live, what do you say?

Please check the one box that represents what you say most often.    n=1390  (na=2%)
                      38.6    Ann Arbor                            34.8          Scio Township  
                      24.7    Dexter   1.9          Some other place
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B. Do you think that Scio should develop a centralized community area that would function as a “Town Center”
for Township residents and define Scio’s identity as a specific place?    Please check one box.   n=1401 
(na=1.2%)

  29.6  YES         46.2   NO   24.3    DON’T KNOW

C. If Scio were to develop a “Town Center” area, what kind of features would you like to have included in it?
Please indicate your opinions by circling YES or NO for each question below.  If you don’t know, circle
D/K.

YES       NO        D/K Scio Town Center Options
44.8       38.3     16.8 1)  Would you like the Town Center to be a mixed-use development with condos and

townhouses, business offices, local specialty shops and restaurants?  n=1372 (na=3.2%)

23.7       60.3     16.0 2)  Would you like the Town Center area to be a regional shopping venue with large stores
serving western Washtenaw County and environs?  n=1377  (na=2.9%)

55.3       31.8     12.9 3)  Would you like the Town Center to be mixed-use and also include governmental offices
and buildings, such as a branch post office or a Secretary of State branch? 

       n=1370     (na=3.4%)

60.2       27.2     12.6 4)  Would you like the Town Center to have public facilities, such as a senior center, a branch
library, a community sports and recreation center, or a community performance space?

       n=1377  (na=2.9%)

36.4       36.6     27.1 5)  Should the Town Center area extend across I-94 to the north along Zeeb Road?
       n=1375   (na=3.0%)

D. If Scio were to develop a Town Center area which includes the sort of public facilities listed in Question 7C-4)
above, would you favor an increase in property taxes to pay for the construction and maintenance of these
facilities?          Please check one box.     n=1384  (na=2.4%)

22.3 YES   61.0  NO   16.8 DON’T KNOW

8. Township  Issues
A. Which one of the following statements best represents your views towards Township taxes and services. 

Please indicate your answer by checking the one box that best represents your views:   n=1395 (na=1.6%)

 36.8 [1] Keeping taxes low is most important – we should not add any new services if it means raising
taxes.

 54.8 [2] Due to Scio’s increase in population and number of households I realize that some small
property tax increases may be necessary, within reason, to provide a few additional services.

 8.3 [3] Scio should be offering many of the services and facilities that one might expect in a city and I
know that higher property taxes will be necessary, eventually, to pay for the services.

B. Where do you get your information about what is happening in Scio Township?  n=1410  (na=.6%)
Please check all that apply
   6.1  Michigan Business Review   10.1  Scio Township web site
 77.2  Ann Arbor News   15.7  Home Owners Association newsletter or web site
 20.4  Dexter Leader    2.6  Internet – web blogs
 83.2  Scio Info (the Township newsletter)   56.1  Word of mouth - friends
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C. Which one of the following statements best represents your views toward future development of the area in Scio
Township     where you live   ? Please indicate your answer by checking the one box that best represents your
views.  n=1389  (na=2.0%)

 48.2 [1]   I want my part of Scio to stay pretty much as it is now.
 41.8 [2]   I realize that an increase in population and/or new households will bring some changes to my part

of Scio, but the changes should be minor and appropriate to my area.
 10.1 [3]  My part of Scio is gradually becoming more developed – big changes will be needed to integrate

new business and residential development into my area.

9. Please tell us about yourself.  Be sure to answer the questions in both columns below!

For questions A – D, please enter the appropriate number:

A.  How many years have you lived in Scio?   Av. = 14.93 C.  How many children under age 18 live with you?
Av. = .71

B.  How many people live in your household?   Av. = 2.82 D.  How many adults over age 65 live with you? 
Av. = .21

(Note:  Average age = 52.01            Males = 46.5%     Females = 53.5%        69.4% of respondents is 45 or older

 Of mailout sample, Average age =  47.98        Males = 47.5%     Females = 52.5%     58.4 % was age 45 or older)

For questions E. to M.  below, please check one box

E.  What is your marital status?   n=1397
    20.8  Single                         79.2  Married/Coupled

J.  Do you own a business in Scio Township?   n=1397
  9.0  YES                91.0 NO

F. What is the highest education level you attained? n=1395
     7.4   High School               18.4   Some college 
    25.1   Bachelor’s Degree       49.1   Post-BA/BS

K.  Where are you employed?  n=1347
11.4 Scio    39.4 Ann Arbor     13.7 Detroit Metro Area
  9.1 Other Washtenaw County  25.5  Not employed
  0.9  Employed Elsewhere

G.  What type of home do you live in:   n=1400
    87.6   Single family home       5.3    Duplex/Townhouse
     2.4   Apartment building        4.8    Mobile home

H.  Do you rent or own your home?   n=1403
     4.6      Rent                               95.4  Own

L.  If you are employed, how do you  mainly get to
     work?   n=1057 
      (NB 25% not employed =344 who didn’t answer)

88.3 Drive myself      0.8 Walk        0.3  Bicycle
3.3 Car/Van pool       0.6 Public bus 
6.7 Work at home      0.1  Fly/Other

I.  What School District do you live in?  n=1406
   60.5  Ann Arbor    37.3 Dexter     2.2   Don’t Know

M.  Was your 2006 pre-tax    household    income:  n=1287
  5.1  Under $25,000         12.7   $25,000 to $49,999
29.7  $50,000 to $99,999   52.5   Over $100,000
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10A.  What concerns have you about the part of Scio in which you live?
10B. Please offer comments or suggestions regarding Scio Township’s future development, which we have not

covered in the above questions?  If your comments do not fit below, please use an extra sheet.

Note:  People did not differentiate these two questions in their responses, so we merged them in the coding.
Of the 1418 total respondents, 1010 offered comments.  Thirty-three people added separate pages with
comments, over and above what was found on the questionnaire.  The table below provides a percentage
count of the people who made comments referring to the various categories we identified, including the
comments on separate pages.  The percentage base for calculations is 1418, the total number of respondents.
 Many people commented on several topics – for that reason, the percentages sum to more than 100% 
(actually, to 186%)

Topic Codes
Number
mentions

% of People
Mentioning Topic

1)  Tax issues 120 8.5%

2)  Open space, rural character, scenic values 162 11.4%

3)  Density, over-development, sprawl 217 15.3%

4)  Sloan Farm, Harvest Valley 15 1.1%

5)  Woodlands, wetlands, clean water, Huron River 119 8.4%

6)  Baker Road 9 0.6%

7)  Gordon Hall 2 0.1%

8)  Scio-Dexter cooperation; regional cooperation 15 1.1%

9)  Property value issues 26 1.8%

10) Infrastructure – sewer, water, cable (mostly sewer-water) 76 5.4%

11) Township services: recycle, exercise, Sr. center etc. 79 5.6%

12) Parks and recreation areas 90 6.3%

13) Paths for biking and walking 153 10.8%

14) Costco (pro and con – mostly pro) 71 5.0%

15) Shopping issues – need for retail, type of retail 60 4.2%

16) Entertainment: restaurants 34 2.4%

17) Roads and traffic 397 28.0%

18) Public transportation and busses 63 4.5%

19) Town Center 52 3.7%

20) Planning and design 82 5.8%

21) Police and fire protection, safety issues 88 6.2%

22) Jackson corridor 114 8.0%

23) Dexter Village 46 3.2%

24) All other issues – a wide variety of topics! 137 9.7%

Respondents who provided no comments 408 28.8%
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P L A N N I N G  F A I R  F I N D I N G S  

 
 
 

Huron Sub Area 
1. Maintain rural character – prevent urbanization of Ann Arbor-Dexter 

corridor. 
2. Continue to control and plan for future residential growth (tree 

preservation and management, subdivision open space requirements, 
sidewalk requirements, etc.) 

3. Preserve open space and natural features (enforce Wild and Scenic 
River Act). 

4. Preserve farmland (promote active farms). 
5. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 

along major roads Honey Creek, and the Huron River connecting 
existing parks and Township facilities. 

6. Parks and recreation: coordinate with HCMA for reduced Township 
resident fee, install historic interpretive signs at Delhi Park, establish 
recreation center, no active recreation. 

7. Township facilities and services: promote a town center. 
8. Facilitate public transportation (commuter rail, taxi service, etc.) 
9. Traffic concerns regarding improvement of Huron River Drive. 
10. Consider special conditions regarding the Maple/Miller/M-14 triangle. 
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Sister Lakes Sub Area 
1. Maintain rural character – prevent sprawl from Ann-Arbor. 
2. Continue to control and plan for future commercial and residential growth 

(require sidewalks in developments, encourage a diversity of housing 
stock). 

3. Preserve open space and natural features (establish wildlife corridor 
from Saginaw Woods to Scio Church, establish connections to and from 
Saginaw Woods such as the swim club through Eagle Point apartments). 

4. Preserve farmland (promote local programs such as community 
supported agriculture, community gardens in preserved open spaces). 

5. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 
along major roads connecting existing parks, residential developments, 
Township facilities, and the Huron River. 

6. Parks and recreation: no active Township recreation, establish passive 
parks, dog park, playgrounds, tennis courts. 

7. Township facilities and services: establish a town center. 
8. Facilitate public transportation (bus route with AATA on Liberty and 

Jackson, taxi service, senior transportation). 
9. Traffic: consider improvement to Scio Church Road/Oak Valley Drive 

intersection.  
10. Consider special conditions regarding the Gravel pit. 

 
Mill Sub Area 
1. Maintain rural character – prevent commercial uses spreading from 

Dexter, annexation from the Village. 
2. Continue to control and plan for future commercial and residential growth 

(mixed uses, no strip malls, commercial/retail behind Baxter, large scale 
residential next to Dexter, do not develop commercial along Zeeb). 

3. Preserve open space and natural features (enforce Wild and Scenic 
River Act, maintain open space buffer around Village of Dexter). 

4. Preserve and maintain active farmland. 
5. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 

along major roads connecting Mill Creek and Huron River walkways, the 
Village, Township facilities and the Huron River. 

6. Parks and recreation: need parks west of Zeeb for soccer, ball fields, 
and parks for passive uses. 

7. Township facilities and services: develop a theater, combine fire 
departments, and provide curbside recycling. 

8. Facilitate public transportation (bus route along Dexter-Ann Arbor Road 
tied to AATA). 

9. Traffic concerns regarding improvement of Huron River Drive. 
 

Jackson Sub Area 
1. Continue to plan for future growth along the Jackson Corridor (focus on 

mixed uses, a diversity of restaurants, cafes, bookstores, and retail use 
and not industrial/office uses). 

2. Encourage improvements to existing businesses, plantings along the 
median, parking behind buildings, better architectural design standards, 
and increased vertical development. 

3. Preserve natural features (establish greenway connections to Honey 
Creek). 
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4. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 
connecting businesses and the other portions of the Township. 

5. Parks and recreation: no active Township recreation, establish passive 
parks, dog park, playgrounds, tennis courts. 

6. Township facilities and services: establish at Zeeb-Jackson town center, 
a hub, a farmer’s market. 

7. Facilitate public transportation (bus route on Jackson tied to AATA). 
8. Traffic: do not develop the boulevard concept beyond Zeeb Road, 

improve intersection designs. 
9. Consider special conditions regarding the Farmer Grant property, Costco 

or big box development. 
 

Honey Sub Area 
1. Maintain rural character (collaborate with adjacent municipalities). 
2. Continue to control and plan for future residential growth. 
3. Preserve open space and natural features (preserve an interconnected 

greenway/open space system and important viewsheds). 
4. Preserve farmland (promote local programs such as community 

supported agriculture). 
5. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 

along major roads connecting existing preserves, residential 
developments, Township facilities, and Honey Creek. 

6. Parks and recreation:  no active Township recreation, establish parks for 
soccer. 

7. Township facilities and services: provide curbside recycling. 
8. Facilitate public transportation (bus route with AATA on Jackson and 

Zeeb). 
9. Traffic: consider improvement of Parker Road. 

 
Overall Township 
1. Maintain rural character – maintain clear edges between Dexter, Ann 

Arbor and Scio, recognize the historic and community landmarks such as 
Delhi Mills, historic farmsteads, and barns). 

2. Continue to control and plan for future commercial and residential growth 
by focusing commercial development along Jackson Road, establish 
best management practices including LID principles and green building 
practices. 

3. Preserve open space and natural features. 
4. Preserve and maintain active farmland. 
5. Develop non-motorized pathways to provide an interconnected system 

along major roads connecting existing preserves, parks, residential 
developments, Township facilities, and the Huron River and other 
creeks. 

6. Parks and recreation:  establish parks in proximity to higher density 
areas, dog park, and parks for passive use. 

7. Township facilities and services: provide curbside recycling, establish 
senior center. 

8. Facilitate public transportation including a bus route and senior 
transportation. 

 
 




